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SUBJECT: JORDANIAN PRESS INTERVIEW WITH NOR YEMENI CHIEF 
OF STAFF HUSSEIN AL-MASWRI 

1. SUMMARY. IN LENGTHY INTERVIEW WITH JORDANIAN NEWS 
AGENCY, COL. HUSSEIN AL-MASWRI, NORTH YEMENI COS, STATED 
DURING RECENT VISIT TO JORDAN THAT TAKE-OVER IN YEMEN 
MERELY TEMPORARY "UNTIL CONDITIONS SUITABLE FOR RESTOR- 
ATION OF POLITICAL REGIME". SAID THAT ARMY DID NOT SO 
MUCH SEIZE POWER AS "RESOLVE POLITICAL TURMOIL PRESENT 
IN NATIONAL POLITICAL LEADERSHIP ", PARTICULARLY RE RIV 
ALRY BETWEEN PARLIAMENT AND REPUBLICAN COUNCIL, AND WITH- 
IN REPUBLICAN COUNCIL ITSELF. NOTED FURTHER THAT WHAT 
HAS HAPPENED HAD BEEN ANTICPATED BY END OF 1974. NOW 
POSSIBLE TO SAY THAT TRUE DEMOCRACY WILL PREVAIL AND 
THAT ARMY WILL RETURN TO BARRACKS BY END OF YEAR. END SUMMARY. 

MILITARY TAKE-OVER. IN LENGTHY INTERVIEW WITH 
JORDAN NEWS AGENCY, COL. HUSSEIN AL-MASWRI, NORTH 
YEMENI COS, MADE TOUR D'HORIZON, CONCENTRATING ON 
RECENT YEMENI CILITARY COUP. STATED THAT TAKE- 
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FOR RESTORATION OF POLITICAL REGIME". ADDED THAT 
ARMY DID NOT IN FACT SEIZE POWER, SINCE YEMENI 
ARMY TRADITIONALLY REMOTE FROM POLITICS; ARMY 
MERELY "RESOLVED POLITICAL TURMOIL PRESENT IN 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP". COUNTRY WAS ON 
VERGE OF CHAOS, SINCE INTERNAL RIV AIRIES PARA- 
LYZED SECISION-MAKING. AS EXAMPLES, AL-MASWRI 
MENTIONED DISPUTES BETWEEN PARLIAMENT AND REPUB LU- 
CAN COUNCIL, AND RIV AIRIES AMONG THREE MEMBERS OF 
REPUBLICAN COUNCIL (LATEST OF WHICH CENTERED ON 
FORMATION OF CABINET). SUCH OBSTRUCTIONISM LED 
AL-QADI AL-IRYANI SEVERAL TIMES TO PRESENT RESIGNA- 
TION, AND ULTIMATELY FORCED ARMY TO TAKE ACTION 
(ALTHOUGH ARMY NORMALLY APOLITICAL PROFESSIONAL BODY). 
"I BELIEVE THAT THE CIVILIAN DEMOCRATIC REGIME TOWARD 
WHICH THE NEW MILITARY COUNCIL IS GUIDING THE COUNTRY 
IS THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO INTERNAL CONFLICT." 

3. AL MASWRI FURTHER COMMENTED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 
CABLE FROM SANAA INSTRUCTING HIM TO DESCRIBE SITUATION 
TO KING HUSSEIN IN ABOVE TERMS, HE ADDED THAT COUP IS 
"CORRECTIVE MOVE: WITH NO RELATION TO ANY 
EXTERNAL ELEMENTS. SUCH A MOVE HAD BEEN FORE- 
SEEN AS INEVITABLE BY END OF 1974. AT TIME WHEN 

NEW PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS WOULD TAKE PLACE. 
AL-MASWRI NOTED THAT TRUE DEMOCRACRY WILL PRE- 
VAIL BY END OF YEAR AND THAT ARMY WOULD BE 
BACK IN ITS BARRACKS BY THEN. 

4. FOREIGN RELATIONS. AL-MASWRI SAID THAT SAUDI 
ARABIA JUSTIFIABLE INTERESTED IN WHAT TAKES PLACE 
IN YEMEN. AND THAT MUCH BETTER YEMENI-SAUDI RE- 
LATIONS CAN BE EXPECTED. "THIS HAS BEEN MADE EX- 
PLICIT BY COL. HAMDI AND THE STATEMENTS OF A 
SUADI PALACE SPOKESMAN". TURNING TO SOUTH YEMEN, 
AL-MASWRI COMPLAINED THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO RE- 
SPONSE AT ALL FROM THAT COUNTRY TO REPEATED REQEUESTS 
TO HALT SABOTAGE OPERATION IN N. YEMENI. IN 

THIS CONTEXT, HE MENTIONED ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE THREE 
DAYS PREVIOUSLY "BY SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS FROM A CER- 
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TAIN ARAB COUNTRY" (PRESUMABLY IRAQ). AL-MASWARI 
STATED THAT HE AND COL. BIRAHIM AL-HAMDI HAD DE- 
CIDED TO VISIT PRESIDENT OF THAT COUNTRY TO 
PRESENT DOCUMENTS PROVING CONSPIRACY. BUT VISIT 
NOW CANCELIED. 

5. LOCAL PRESS STATED THAT AL-MASWRI PLANS TO 
VISIT CAIRO AND RIYADH ON BASIS OF INSTRUCTIONS 
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